WCCS Lion's Den
Monthly Parent Newsletter January 2021

Dear Families,
Welcome to the WCCS Parent's Den. This monthly newsletter will provide information on our
curriculum, and how to help your child succeed in school. Please let me know if you would like a
speci c topic to be covered. Sit back and enjoy.
All the best,
Rob Ross, Principal

Reading Nook- compiled by Ms. Puma,
Reading Intervention Teacher
How do I get my child to read at home?
Tip #1: Allow your children to have some free choice when it comes to
books!
When books are competing with the fast-paced world of video games and phones, it’s important that a
child have reading material that interests him or her. If children are told to read certain material, they
may become resentful, annoyed and frustrated, which is the exact opposite of what we’re trying to
accomplish!

Imagine telling an adult sports fan that in order to love television, he or she must watch a TV channel
on home decorating. Would the sports fan enjoy that activity? Would he or she be interested? How
long would that last?
Giving children the opportunity to choose what they want to read is so important. The best way to do
this is to expose him or her to high-interest reading material.

Take a trip to the bookstore or library. Let children ll their own bookshelf with books they are really
interested in! Listen for the magical words: “That’s so cool!” or “I love this!” (COVID permitting!)
When children are young, their interests change frequently (bugs, superheroes, construction vehicles,
princesses, etc.) so it is important to rotate books on and off their bookshelves. When their interests
change, so do the books! Spend some time going through boxes of hand-me-down books, go to the
library to borrow new books, visit the bookstore and order new books through Scholastic. When
someone asks you about birthday or holiday presents, books should always be on the list!

Who knows what new things your child will become interested in if they’re given the chance? Go
explore! The world of books is waiting for you!
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Science Center- Compiled by Ms. Roe
Mystery Science is the curriculum used by our K-5 teachers at WCCS that encourages curiosity of the
natural world. It features multimedia science units, and each lesson starts by posing a question
commonly asked by kids, like "Do plants eat dirt?" or "Why are so many toys made out of plastic?" A
series of short videos and prompts then guides a class discussion, followed by an experiment that can
be done as a class. Lessons cover a wide range of topics, including light and sound, biodiversity,
engineering, and the water cycle. These lessons encourage students to wonder, re ect, be grossed out,
laugh, and support science claims with evidence. Check out the Mystery Science Website to learn
more! https://mysteryscience.com/
Amplify Science is the curriculum used by our 6-8 teachers at WCCS to prepare students for high
school. Sixth grade is all about earth and space science (geology and astronomy), seventh grade dives
into physical science (chemistry and physics), and eighth graders work to understand life science
(biology). Amplify Science begins each unit by introducing students to a problem in the natural world.
It could be helping to diagnose a teenager who is tired all the time, assisting in the retrieval of a
missing spacepod, or discovering why a mystery fossil is found in two continents. Then, students
engage in hands-on investigations, interactive simulations, and literacy-rich activities to understand
more about the problem. It teaches students to think, read, write and argue like real scientists and
engineers. Check it out: https://amplify.com/programs/amplify-science/

Fun with Math- compiled by Lauren Courtade, Second Grade
Teacher
Primary Math Tips for Families
Encourage your child to use the strategies they are learning in school. Your child may be learning
strategies that look confusing to you such as number bonds or place value disks, but they
actually support your child’s understanding. Showing your child traditional algorithms promotes
memorization of procedures and discourages the use of strategies that foster long term
understanding.

Use everyday experiences to support your child’s math development such as:
Ask how many plates you have set out for dinner so far, and how many more you need.
Count forwards and backwards as you walk to the park.
Point to numbers in the store or on signs and ask, what number is that?
Compare the prices or quantities of objects. Ask your child which is more and by how much?
As your child masters counting, ask them how many objects they see (start with 5 or less).
See if your child can do it without counting them individually.
Play board games! Classic board games such as Chutes and Ladders, Trouble, and Sorry are
a fun way of strengthening your child’s numeracy skills!

Some friendly tips and reminders to build successful Remote
Learners by Amy Zelasko, Third grade Teacher
Some friendly tips and reminders to build successful Remote Learners
Please be prepared with materials for the day and follow the daily schedule and times.
Be on time to all zoom meetings.
Please keep your camera on at all times during Zoom meetings unless previously discussed with the
teacher.
Please raise your hand if you have a comment or question and only unmute yourself if your teacher
asks you to.
Stay logged into the Zoom meetings for the entire lesson.
The chat is only used for academic reasons and questions. The chat is not used to socialize with
friends unless directed by the teacher.
Find an appropriate space that allows you to be focused and successful (i.e. desk, chair, table)

Stay Healthy by Tanya Teluk, Physical Education Teacher
WCCS Families, here are some tips to help you and your child/children stay active at home!
Family Involvement
Find something that the entire family can enjoy! Take a walk outside, go for a hike or head to the
community playground. Children need to be active for 60 minutes a day. Parents can help be the
motivator children need to get up and get moving!
No Equipment?
Time to think out of the box! Play tag, hopscotch, ride bikes, run, jump, relay races, walks, dancing,
anything that gets them moving. Talk to your child about what we have done in PE class at school.
There are a ton of activities on youtube.com like cosmic yoga and go noodle, as well as challenges
with items you can nd right in your home! Don’t forget to check out my website for more workout
videos! I post new ones weekly J
https://sites.google.com/westminsterccs.org/tmteluk/home
Mental Health
Physical activity can help to lower anxiety and depression. When schoolwork becomes stressful for
children or they have a breakdown, take them for a walk. These are trying times we are in right now,
and everyone is dealing with stress. If you are home now more often with your child, get up and get
active with them! The key is doing it together!
If you have any questions or need help getting your child moving please email me at
tmteluk@bufaloschools.org. WCCS, we are in this together!

The Music Hall- Submitted by Ms. Bissett, Music and Band
Teacher
Hi WCCS families!
Music time, even Online Music during a pandemic, can play a huge role in our students' academic lives.
Let's ask ourselves:
Could your child use better focus during the school day? Could he or she be better at completing tasks
and staying organized? Is your child working on improving their academics overall?
Studies have consistently shown that having regular music lessons can help with each of those
cognitive functions listed above.
It's really simple: Students use their 30-minute Online Music time to check out the Music Website.
During that time, they watch a short video of the lesson and participate in various music activities.
Their brains are very much active and alive with cognitive function, but from their perspective, they're
just having fun with music!
Let's not lose sight of this during a time when there is so much else to focus on: Music is universal, and
our children need it more than ever!

Stay safe and healthy,
Ms. Bissett
Music and Band Teacher
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