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In Memory of Mr. Mark J. Czarnecki 
 
By: J’Juan Smith 
 
Recently we have lost a great leader of our Westminster 
family. Mark J. Czarnecki had been with M&T Bank for forty 
years. He was a supporter of our school since before the 
conversion to a charter school. Mr. Czarnecki was the 
President and Chief Operating Officer of M&T Bank. He was 
promoted to president of the bank in 2007, and he added the 
duties of Chief Operating Officer in 2014. 
 
Mr. Czarnecki had a vision for Westminster students and our 
surrounding neighborhood.  His goal was to improve 
education, and the bond between families and school faculty. 
This led to the creation of the Promise Neighborhood. Mr. 
Czarnecki with the help of Mr. Chamberlain and others 
fostered a solid foundation for students to grow academically 
and socially by meeting the needs of students, parents, and 
faculty.  
 
The Westminster website quotes Mr. Czarnecki stating: 
“M&T's partnership with Westminster goes back 17 years, and 
in that time, we've done a lot to improve the education that our 
students were getting at the K through 8 level—but along the 
way we've also learned that to be fully successful, we have to 
be reaching kids before they get to school, before they're even 
born, and we have to continue to provide support through high 
school, through college, until they are established in a career.” 
 
Words cannot express the feeling of gratitude we have for you Mr. Czarnecki.  The most we can do is live 
our lives with your vision for each of us as members of the student body, faculty, and staff at Westminster 
Community Charter School.   
 

~ Dreams and dedication are a powerful combination. ~ By William F. Longgood 
 

With you in our hearts we will carry on…... 

Photo: Mr. Mark J. Czarnecki, President of M&T Bank 
and Supporter of Westminster Community Charter School 
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Buffalo Promise: A team of people 
promoting change in 14215 

 
 
By: Russell Rubel 
 
The Buffalo Promise Neighborhood (BPN) is 
an organization that has shaped the 
community we live in. Through their help 
and funding of schools, like Westminster, 
they are enriching the learning experience for 
both students and parents.  
 
How did BPN come to be? Who gives them 
the resources they use to help the 
community? Finally, why did they choose to 
partner with Westminster?  
 
In this issue of The Lion’s Roar, I had the 
opportunity to interview to two people in 
their organization: Mr. Glen Jackson and Ms. 
Pamela Hokanson.  
 
Let’s start with the purpose of BPN. Ms. 
Hokanson stated, “Buffalo Promise 
Neighborhood is an organization that began with adopting school 68, which as you know became Westminster 
Community Charter School. Through that we looked at how else can we help the community, and we looked at a 
Department of  Education grant, and we applied for that as Buffalo Promise Neighborhood.”  BPN won the grant and, 
according to Ms. Hokanson, it was worth six-million dollars.  Because of the grant, Ms. Hokanson said, “what we were 
able to do was a lot more support for the community around the school in our footprint, and we also adopted another 
school, which is Highgate Heights.” BPN was also able to build the Children’s Academy. 
 
How is BPN actually connected to Westminster? Mr. Glen Jackson said, “Buffalo Promise has been connected to 
Westminster for about 23 years.” BPN is a nonprofit organization that is supported by M&T Bank, according to Ms. 
Hokanson. “M&T Bank and BPN run Westminster Community Charter School, and because it is a charter school, we 
are the administrative component of it.” 
 
So why did BPN decide to partner with Westminster? As Ms. Hokanson herself said, “Well we believe that in order for 
us to succeed, our children must succeed, so we would like to put as many supports and collaborate with as many 
people possible to give you, the students and parents, every opportunity to overcome the barriers that prevent you from 
success.” 
 
How does BPN also help the nearby community? As Mr. Jackson put it, “Buffalo Promise neighborhood has helped 
the community by setting up certain events. One of these was the Farmer’s Market, where Westminster sold it’s 
vegetables, grown in their gardens, and they sold it to the community, giving them fresh vegetables. We also host the 
monthly community committee meetings, where members of the community discuss certain topics and how to solve 
them.” 
 
I also wanted to know if BPN only works with schools, or if it branches out to other facilities. Ms. Hokanson pointed 
out that BPN is about the neighborhood. They run 3 schools and partner with other agencies, whether it be businesses 
or community organizations, to help or support the needs of the schools. 
 
 
Continued on Page 5 
 

Photo: Buffalo Promise Neighborhood Billboard displayed at East Amherst & Bailey 
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Westminster Goes to UB! 
 

By: Aaliyah Barbary 
 
Every year Westminster students have a great opportunity 
to go to the University at Buffalo (UB) for their annual 
Science Days. During these science days students get to 
rotate between different activities that are focused around 
science. Each year the activities change based on the 
grade level of students attending.  
 
This year I got to attend the UB Science Day for fifth 
grade students.  
 
When we went to UB this year, we got to switch between 
3 different activities. One activity was called Chemical 
Reactions, the second was called Circuit Play-Doh, and 
the final activity was called Biometrics.  
 
Each time we switched activities, it was very fun and 
made for a great field trip.  
 
In the chemical reaction activity we did a science project. 
We were doing this type of project because the activity 
facilitators we were with loved science .The main point 
of this project was to observe and experience different 
science reactions. For example, they used different types 
of materials to create explosions. We also had to put on 
goggles and gloves so that we would be protected from 
the chemicals that were used in the explosions and 
reactions. 
In the second activity, we were using Play-Doh to create 
circuits. To create circuits, they gave us safety glasses to 
wear, a battery, two cords, and two things of clay (one 
was colorful and one was tan). Everyone got the same 
things to use. The main point of this activity was to learn 
how to make things with Play-Doh and then connect the 
cords to the battery and creation to make a light on top, 
light up. We were conducting electricity! 
 
In the third and final activity, we learned about 
biometrics. The biometrics taught us about how the robot 
they had worked and also teaching us other things about 
robots. The main point of this activity I think was to teach 
us about both phones and electricity. 
 
In addition to the three science activities, they also gave 
us snacks when we first came and for lunch they gave us 
Francos Pizza. Yum! 
 
I think the field trip to UB Science Days was a very fun 
field trip. I am glad that we get to go every year and that 
each year it gets even more fun. I hope Westminster 
students will continue to get this great opportunity. 
 

Teacher Profile: Mr. Gallio, 
Grade 4 

 

By: Akilah Webster 
 

This month’s teacher profile is all about the one the only 
Mr. Gallio... 
 

Mr. Gallio has been a professional teacher for two years. 
His grandfather was a principal and had a big impact on 
him. Mr. Gallio grew up in a family of teachers. All the 
women in his family are teachers. He said, “he finds his 
craft rewarding and feels excited for students who take 
chances and are not afraid to fail.” He enjoys teaching 
students who are ready to try something new. When 
asked what was the best thing about teaching Mr. Gallio 
replied, “seeing kids achieve their goals and also grow 
into responsible citizens.” Mr. Gallio has been married 
for four years to his wife Jen and they have a daughter 
named Brodie. I guess you could say he has been a 
teacher to his daughter for the past several years.   
 

Mr. Gallio has lived in several places. Some of the places 
he has lived include: Tampa, Florida, Oakland, 
California, and now Buffalo, New York. He enjoys many 
hobbies and interests such as, fishing, hiking, camping, 
playing bass guitar, collecting stamps, and playing 
chess.   
 

A little history….  
 

Mr. Gallio grew up in Florida and has had a best friend 
since kindergarten! His friend Scott lives in Tampa, 
Florida. Upon graduation from Florida State University, 
where he earned a degree in Environmental Sciences, he 
took a job at an aquarium in San Francisco. This was one 
of his many interesting jobs.   

 
It is very surprising to 
Mr. Gallio when 
students who do not 
know him act very 
respectful when they 
see him in school. This 
makes him very happy. 
Feel free to stop by and 
say “hi” to Mr. Gallio 
anytime. He will enjoy 
meeting you.  
 
Welcome to W.C.C.S. 
Mr. Gallio we are so 
happy to have you on 
board! 

Photo: Mr. Gallio looking out for his 
students 
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Movie Review - Sing 

 
By: Myles Davis 
 
Sing is a drama/musical film for the whole family. Illumination (the creators of Minions and Despicable Me) doesn’t 
come out with a lot of movies yearly, like Disney is known for, so naturally this one was sort of unexpected. Usually 
they would come out with a movie about, or connected to, the Despicable Me franchise. Now Illumination proves that 
they can do something different. 

 
The plot of the film focuses on the main character, a koala 
named Buster Moon (voiced by Matthew 
McConaughey).  Buster needed a plan for his theater because 
his theater was falling apart. So what does he come up with? 
He creates a singing competition! Buster would do anything 
to save his theater and this might be his only hope. His top 
contestants are: a gorilla who’s in a robber gang, a porcupine 
that’s having a relationship issue, a cocky mouse, and a shy 
elephant. These out of the ordinary characters will keep you 
laughing and guessing what's about to happen next. 
 

This movie is good, however, it left me feeling that it could have had more to offer. There are a lot of storylines to 
focus on which could also confuse some audience members. The songs are good, though, and it’s pretty funny at 
times. 
 
Overall, I’ll rate this movie: 3.5/5 Animals 

Movie Review – The Secret Life of Pets 

 
By: Essence Crawford 
 
Do you like to watch comedy or animation films? Then The Secret Life Of Pets (2016) is a must see! This movie is 
about pets and how they act when their owners are not home. If you have a pet, you should watch this. 
 
There is spoiled dog named Max who enjoys a luxurious life in New York City; that is until his owner adopts Duke, a 
giant and unruly canine. During their walk outside, they encounter a group of mean alley cats and wind up in a truck 
that’s bound for the pound. Luckily, a unruly bunny named Snowball swoops in to save the doggy duo from 
captivity.  In exchange, Snowball ordered that Max and Duke join his gang of abandoned pets who was on a mission 
against the humans who’ve done them wrong. 
 
The cast includes Kevin Hart, Louis C.K., Eric 
Stonestreet, Jenny Slate, Lake Bell, Ellie 
Kemper, Albert Brooks, Hannibal Burees, 
Bobby Moynihan, Dana Carvey, and Steve 
Coogan. 
 
“It’s funny and engaging with a excellent voice 
cast, states Common Sense Media.  On the 
contrary, The New York Times states, “it’s 
adequate animated entertainment and amusing 
while it lasts but not especially memorable 
except as a catalog of compromises and missed 
opportunities.” 
 
My rating is:  5/5 
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After School Programs 
By: Marcell Ransom 
 
Afterschool programs allow students a place to go to participate in activities, sports, and get help with their 
homework.  According to www.youth.gov, “afterschool programs can boost academic performance, reduce risky 
behaviors, promote physical health, and provide a safe, structured environment for the children of working parents.” 
 
This is Part Two of a series of interviews highlighting some of the clubs here at Westminster Community Charter 
School. 

Cooking Club 
Lead Advisor: Chef Jason 

 
Cooking Club is about learning how to cook and showing the techniques to use and the way to use them. Many people 
who are in the club are in 7th & 8th grade. It is open only to these grades right now because they use many sharp tools. 
This club will meet every week on Wednesday from 3:45 to 5:00 pm. The club will always be open for new 
incomers.      
 
Below is my interview with Chef Jason.      
 
When did the club start? 
 
“The club started in October, 2016.” 
 
Why do you want to help the cooking club? 
 
“I want to help because a lot of people are interested in learning how to cook so I wanted to help them learn how to 
cook foods. A lot of students also express that they want to be a cook in the future and be chefs, and open a 
restaurant.” 
 
How often does the club meet and what days? 
 
“We meet every Wednesday, every week from 3:45 to 5:00pm.” 
 
What do you do in the club? 
 
“We talk about what we’re going to make, cooking technique, show them how to cut certain things or ingredients, then 
cook and eat them. We then clean up.” 
 
Any last thoughts? 
 
“I think the club is a great opportunity to learn about cooking and food and it’s nice to interact with students on a 
personal level. I would like to see the club get bigger and for more students to express interest in it.” 

BPN: All About The Best Experience Possible 
 

 
    From Page 2 
 

So how does BPN pay for everything that they support? “Buffalo promise’s funds come from a couple different 
sources,” stated Mr. Jackson. “Some of our funds come from M&T bank employees, such as myself. Other funds come 
from federal grants, such as the 2011 Board of Ed grant, and some other organizations contribute to BPN.” BPN must 
then distribute its’ funds to its’ other branches such as Westminster. Ms. Hokanson said that they put a strategic plan 
together and look at the cost of those programs and then would match the funding to that. 
 
Finally, I asked if they had anything else they wanted to say. Ms. Hokanson wanted everyone to know that, “BPN is 
very committed to bringing the right partners to the table, and giving the best experiences possible to the students, to 
the teachers, and to the parents of WCCS.” 
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Opinion Page 
Should Students in Grades 6-8 Have Recess? 

 

By: J’Juan Smith 
 

Should students in grades 6-8 have recess? Think about it... Many kids that are in 6th through 8th grade don’t get a lot 
of free time in their day. Personally, I think recess should be allowed for 6th, 7th, and 8th graders. I think this because 
many of these students need a time to relax and have fun in their day.  
 

Pros of Having Recess  
                                   

After searching the Internet, I found some good arguments that favor middle school recess.  
 

Susan Meyer, principal of Meads Mill Middle School located in Michigan, is in favor of recess for middle school 
students. “Older students also need time for relaxation and play,” said Meyer. “The students have separate lunch 
periods, according to grade level, followed by a 20-minute break for recess. Recess takes place in the gym or outside.” 
 

In many schools recess has been removed or greatly decreased due to bullying and/or more time for test review. Over 
the past several years this has become more frequent in our schools.  
 

The Scholastic website stated, “Districts under pressure to show academic progress began to squeeze as much 
instruction into the day as possible.” Some schools took out recess because of safety issues and lack of equipment. In 
recent years the practice of having playground aids has become too costly for many schools. 
 

Many parents feel that their child should have recess because when they go home they don’t have a lot of energy. If 
they have recess they will have more energy. Exercise cuts down on childhood obesity, and students have time to relax 
and talk to their friends without being told to “be quiet.” 
 

I think recess is good for grades 6-8 students because, throughout the day students sometimes are bored, tired, or they 
lack focus due to not having free time to rest their brain. Recess leads to an increase in energy and ability to focus. At 
the end of recess some students will be looking forward to the next recess and feel more recharged for the rest of the 
day. 
 

Cons of Having Recess 
 

Some feel that recess is a bad idea because students can get injured, valuable time can be wasted, and clothes can get 
dirty where some of those stains might not come out. For example: one time in 6th grade I was running on the grass 
and I tripped and fell in a huge puddle of muddy water. For the rest of that day I had to wear my jacket and even that 
was all muddy too. So sad…! 
 

Schools don’t have recess because of the cost of equipment. Rebecca Mayes of prezi.com states, “Furthermore, the 
upkeep of playground equipment grows expensive, using valuable funds.” Mayes also states, “Students easily get hurt 
on playgrounds.” 
 

It is also hard for the teachers to monitor all the students, even if there are two teachers on the playground. Ms. Mayes 
states, “...it is difficult to monitor all children at recess.” 
 

Staff Thoughts  
 

I’ve asked some of the Westminster staff what their thoughts are on this subject. Mr. Macey stated, “I think they 
should have recess, because everyone needs a chance to unwind, and a short recess may help students recharge and be 
ready to tackle their other classes throughout the day.” Ms. Johnston said something similar, “Yes, I think students 
require a break, to allow some down time to socialize and refocus.” Ms. Wisniewski thinks, “Exercise for students is 
very important, however, recess for grades 6-8 should be earned.” Ms. Borcuch said something similar, “Yes, but as 
long as they earn it.”   
 

While there is no one answer, recess at the middle school level is something worth thinking about. 
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Pictures & Original Art Work Page 

Grade 3 preforming at Holiday Showcase 

Students practice a scene for the musical Footloose 

Original Artwork by Shakyna Stevenson 

Seventh grade students perform in the Black History Show 

Original Artwork by Carlos Gordon 
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Spring Crossword Puzzle 

A special thanks goes out to Mr. Ross, Ms. Hokanson, Mr. Jackson, Ms. Wisner, Mr. Gallio, Chef Jason, 
and everyone else who has helped make this newspaper possible 

Riddles 
 
#1: What comes down but never goes up?   
 

#2: Mary’s father has 5 daughters – Nana, Nene, Nini, Nono. What is the fifth daughter’s name? 

Riddle Answers: #1: rain #2: Mary 


